RHINOUTHS.
To the Editor, "The Indian Mfjhcat, Gazette." Sir,?Tn your issue of October, 1923, Mr. L. M. Chakraverty describes a rhinolith removed from the nose of a Mahomedan male, aged 38, and asks whether it is possible for a tamarind seed put in some 28 years ago to form round it a rhinolith. My experience at the J. J. Hospital, Ear, Nose and Throat Department, where every day some foreign body is removed from either the nose or throat is that:
(1) Tamarind seeds are the commonest seeds introduced into the nose by small children, not adults, and it is customary for the parents to bring the child within a few days to a few months. It could not remain there for 28 years without causing trouble.
(2) Rhinoliths occur after injury to the nasal mucous membrane such as after bleeding or pricking, and the rhinolith forms from the secretions of the nasal mucous membrane aided by bacteria, as with gall and renal stones, and occurs in those cases only where an irritating nasal discharge has lasted a couple of years or more.
(3) That it is often difficult to remove these rhinoliths, not the socalled foreign body or pebble or stone entirely.
It is most likely that the tamarind seed was put into his nose and either passed out or was swallowed by the patient when twelve years of age. Certainly there was no evidence of its presence in the broken pieces removed by Air. Chakraverty.?Yours, etc., F. W. BANA, m.b..
